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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

b 1530 

HOUR OF MEETING ON THURSDAY, 
MAY 10, 2007 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns on Wednesday, May 9, 
it adjourn to meet at 9 a.m. on Thurs-
day, May 10. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SARBANES). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO 
DECLARE A RECESS ON THURS-
DAY, MAY 10, 2007, FOR THE PUR-
POSE OF RECEIVING FORMER 
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that it may be in 
order on Thursday, May 10, for the 
Speaker to declare a recess subject to 
the call of the Chair for the purpose of 
receiving in this Chamber former Mem-
bers of Congress. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON FRIDAY, 
MAY 11, 2007 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns on Thursday, May 10, it 
adjourn to meet at 9 a.m. on Friday, 
May 11. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR RULES 
COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1873, SMALL BUSINESS FAIR-
NESS IN CONTRACTING ACT 

(Ms. CASTOR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, the Rules 
Committee is expected to meet the 
week of May 7 to grant a rule which 
may structure the amendment process 
for floor consideration of H.R. 1873, the 
Small Business Fairness in Contracting 
Act. 

Members who wish to offer an amend-
ment to this bill should submit 30 cop-
ies of the amendment and a brief de-
scription of the amendment to the 
Rules Committee in H–312 in the Cap-
itol no later than 1:30 p.m. on Monday, 
May 7. Members are strongly advised 
to adhere to the amendment deadline 
to ensure the amendments receive con-
sideration. 

Amendments should be drafted to the 
bill as ordered reported by the Com-

mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. A copy of that bill is posted on 
the Web site of the Rules Committee. 

Amendments should be drafted by 
legislative counsel and also should be 
reviewed by the Office of the Parlia-
mentarian to be sure that the amend-
ments comply with the rules of the 
House. Members are also strongly en-
couraged to submit their amendments 
to the Congressional Budget Office for 
analysis regarding possible PAYGO 
violations. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
S. CON. RES. 21, CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008 

Ms. CASTOR, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110–121) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 370) providing for consideration of 
the Senate concurrent resolution (S. 
Con. Res. 21) setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2008 and in-
cluding the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal years 2007 and 2009 
through 2012, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

ESTONIA STATUE CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to defend the sovereignty and national 
dignity of our friend and ally, Estonia; 
condemn Russia’s unwarranted intru-
sions against these free people; and af-
firm our commitment to America and 
Estonia’s common cause of human free-
dom. 

After a long, illegal and unjust So-
viet occupation, Estonia now rightly 
and proudly stands by our side in the 
ranks of free nations. Nobly and self-
lessly, Estonia is steadfast in its de-
fense of civilization from our barbaric 
enemies, and has championed the cause 
of human freedom throughout our 
world. Disturbingly, last week, this 
free people’s very national sovereignty 
was threatened. 

In what should come as no surprise to 
Americans, whose own founding gen-
eration gained their independence from 
an imperial power, Estonia relocated 
an aging statue of a Soviet-era soldier 
from a central location in Tallinn to 
the city’s Garrison Cemetery. Obsti-
nately refusing to recognize Estonia’s 
patent right to do so, or the obvious 
irony in the statue’s new location, Rus-
sia used this routine act of municipal 
administration by the City of Tallinn 
to engage in a coordinated attempt to 
interfere in Estonia’s internal affairs. 

Using state-controlled TV broadcasts 
into Estonia, the former Soviet Union 
used its state-controlled television 
broadcasts to spew propaganda into Es-
tonia. This provocative Russian propa-
ganda falsely claimed Estonia’s reloca-
tion of the insulting Soviet statue con-
stituted an international crisis. Russia 
did so to agitate and, thereby, incite 
the vandalism and violence which oc-
curred in Tallinn from April 26 through 
29. 

Prior to these outbreaks of violence, 
Russian embassy officials were ob-
served meeting with the organizers of 
radical pro-Russia fringe groups; and, 
while Russian-speaking mobs roamed 
Tallinn’s streets, Estonia’s government 
Web servers came under cyber attack, 
the cause of which was later traced to 
IP addresses located in Moscow and 
owned by the Russian presidential ad-
ministration. 

So, too, there is a new report Russia 
has conveniently discovered a need to 
repair its rail links entering Estonia 
and, as a result, is suspending oil ship-
ments to Estonia. 

Further, Russia continues to flout 
the Vienna Convention by allowing 
Russian nationalist extremists to sur-
round and vandalize Estonia’s embassy 
in Moscow. 

Mr. Speaker, when one weighs this 
inexcusable incident along with Rus-
sia’s recent refusal to adhere to the 
Conventional Forces in Europe treaty, 
its recent arrest of Russian democracy 
advocates and its refusal to honor past 
agreements to withdraw its military 
forces from countries such as Moldova, 
one is compelled to question a former 
KGB lieutenant colonel’s commitment 
to democracy; and whether the red 
bear is awakening from its hibernation 
to once again feast upon the free peo-
ples of Eastern Europe and the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join in a righteous defense of Estonia’s 
sovereignty; a condemnation of Rus-
sia’s belligerent intrusions into this 
democratic nation’s internal affairs; 
and affirm, in the tradition of Amer-
ican Presidents from Harry Truman to 
Ronald Reagan, we will stand united 
against tyranny with our Estonian 
brothers and sisters as one free people. 

f 

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL 
FUNDING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. JEFFER-
SON) is recognized for 5 minutes. 
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Mr. JEFFERSON. Mr. Speaker, I ap-

preciate the opportunity to address the 
House on the still-critical matter to 
the recovery of the gulf coast. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday President 
Bush vetoed the emergency supple-
mental passed out of this body that 
would have not only addressed the on-
going situation in Iraq, but would have 
provided the gulf coast with much- 
needed financial support and relief that 
would have allowed recovery and re-
building to continue in a fairer and 
more equitable manner. 

In doing so, he stated, among other 
things, that the bill contained things, 
he said, ‘‘billions of dollars in non-
emergency spending that has nothing 
to do with fighting the war on terror.’’ 
In this, I hope he did not contend that 
the hundreds of thousands of Katrina 
and Rita victims that were hit by the 
gulf coast storms in 2005 and whose re-
covery still depends on what we do here 
to a great extent is not an emergency 
issue. 

While the main focus of the spending 
bill has been on our troops abroad, the 
bill vetoed yesterday would have done 
so much for the scores of people deal-
ing with the aftermath of the 2005 
storms 19 months later. Nineteen 
months after the storms our levees are 
still not fully repaired. $1.3 billion for 
ongoing projects to repair levees and 
other water infrastructure in the New 
Orleans area was in the vetoed bill. 
With the start of the 2007 hurricane 
season less than a month away, levee 
repair is an emergency and urgent 
need. 

Dillard University, Tulane Univer-
sity, Southern University and Xavier 
University were all under water after 
the storm. Nineteen months later, 
much of the infrastructure is still un-
done, and many of their professors are 
still out of town. The emergency spend-
ing bill would have provided $30 million 
for our Education Department to pro-
vide assistance to institutions of this 
type and to incentivize the return of 
professionals to their campuses. It 
would have given a similar amount of 
$30 million for our elementary and sec-
ondary schools to incentivize the re-
turn of professionals there and to get 
our schools jump-started where half of 
them remain shuttered after the storm. 

The extension of the $500 million so-
cial services block grant was also in 
the bill. This would have provided crit-
ical funding for social services, includ-
ing programs for mental health, child 
welfare, and the treatment of addictive 
disorders. Thousands of citizens suf-
fering from mental health disorders, 
drug and alcohol abuse and addiction, 
and who need care, have nowhere to go. 
They make our streets unsafe for 
themselves and for their neighbors. 

The SBA is charged with the business 
of helping our economy recover, yet 
nearly half of our businesses and 40 
percent of the tax base of the city is 
still not back. The supplemental would 
have allowed the SBA to use $25 mil-
lion in unobligated expenses to cover 

administrative expenses relating to the 
SBA disaster loan program, thereby 
providing a total of $140 million in fis-
cal year 2007 for that account. 

The bill would have allowed for the 
forgiveness of community disaster 
loans, following this unprecedented 
devastation of our city government. We 
now have about 60 percent of our tax 
base back in place. The city, however, 
has had to borrow $250 million, which 
we cannot pay back. This bill would 
have permitted forgiveness on those 
loans as it has for loans in disasters 
prior to ours. 

With 225,000 of our people not back 
home, living day-to-day in other 
places, they live in a state of emer-
gency every day without our borders 
and have done so for the last 19 
months. 

I realize that negotiations have 
begun on the new spending bill, but it 
is imperative that this portion of the 
bill that we are mentioning tonight, 
that helps our domestic issues related 
to Katrina, does not go untouched by 
this new negotiation. In fact, it re-
mains untouched and must be included 
in the new spending bill that may be 
introduced shortly. 

In vetoing this piece of legislation 
and proclaiming the gulf coast as a 
nonemergency, it is an exercise in un-
reality. It is no time for us to devise an 
exit strategy at home from the hurri-
cane victims that are depending on our 
government to restore their lives. 
There must be a clear plan to rebuild 
here at home. 

The administration labeled the sup-
plemental unacceptable. Yet, let me re-
mind the administration that it was 
not an act of God that flooded New Or-
leans. It was the negligence of the 
Corps of Engineers, a Federal agency, 
that drowned our city. It, therefore, is 
the responsibility of the government, 
since it broke it, to fix it. 

To ignore the ongoing emergency in 
our area is unconscionable, and I urge 
this House and all who are watching to 
insist on the supplemental that we are 
going to follow with here, that it in-
clude continued support for the Hurri-
cane Katrina and Rita victims of our 
area. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

b 1545 

IN MEMORY OF TUSKEGEE AIR-
MAN 1ST LT. IRA O’NEAL, JR. 
(RET.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
a heavy heart that I rise today to an-

nounce the passing of a great Amer-
ican, Ira O’Neal, Jr., who happened to 
be my cousin, one of the original 
Tuskegee Airmen recently honored 
with the Congressional Gold Medal 
here in the Capitol. 

Ira O’Neal was born in Phoenix, Ari-
zona, on June 11, 1918. He was drafted 
into the 1st Army Corps in 1942, where 
he served in the 42nd Aviation Squad-
ron as a first lieutenant. 

In 1948, President Truman issued his 
famous executive order that racially 
integrated the military. At the same 
time that Truman issued his order, the 
military was moving from a wartime to 
a peacetime footing. As a result of our 
Nation’s reduced force structure, Ira 
was one of the many thousands of sol-
diers who was discharged. 

Although Ira had been discharged 
from the military, he was not deterred 
from serving his country. In 1949, Ira 
was able to reenlist in the U.S. Air 
Force. He proudly served his country 
until he retired in 1972. 

After retiring, he started a security 
service that contracted with the Wa-
tergate apartments. He hired a young 
man by the name of Wills, who discov-
ered the Watergate break-in. Ira was 
contacted, and his report started the 
Watergate episode. 

Ira has been a resident of the District 
of Columbia for 56 years and has al-
ways been active in his community. In 
2004, he received the Roots in Scouting 
Award recognizing a lifetime of work 
with the Boy Scouts of America. 

I was honored to be with Ira at the 
Bolling Air Force Base Officers’ Club 
on March 28 of this year when Kerwin 
Miller, Department of Veterans Affairs, 
presented him with a proclamation de-
claring Tuskegee Airmen Day in Wash-
ington D.C. 

During the same ceremony, a room 
at the Officers’ Club, the Tuskegee 
room, was also dedicated. A day later, 
I was again honored to share with Ira 
that proud moment at the rotunda of 
the Capitol when he and the other 
Tuskegee Airmen received the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, the highest civilian 
award that Congress bestows. 

Mr. Speaker, for his dedicated mili-
tary service, during and after World 
War II, and for his ongoing public serv-
ice on behalf of the District of Colum-
bia, I am proud to acknowledge and to 
salute First Lieutenant Ira O’Neal’s 
service to his country, his community 
and family. 

May God bless him and rest his soul. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SARBANES). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 
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